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ANNUAL  REPORT 


of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
For  the  Year  Ended  Jlst  December,  1968. 


Tel:  Prudhoe  2281/2282 

Council  Offices, 
l8,  South  Road, 
PRUDHOE, 

Northumberland. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Miss  Swan  and  Gentlemen, 

It  is  my  honour  to  present  the  annual  report  for  1968. 

The  report  includes  the  customary  vital  statistics.  The  birth 
rate  is  again  low.  The  death  rate  when  corrected  by  the  Registrar 
General's  factor  is  high  but  when  hospital  deaths  are  excluded  the 
crude  rate  for  Prudhoe  is  11. 3 •  In  the  field  of  infectious  disease 
there  was  a  large  outbreak  of  mild  infective  hepatitis.  During  the 
year,  measles  vaccine  became  available  and  230  children  were 
vaccinated.  As  notification  is  nearly  complete  in  Prudhoe  an  attempt 
has  been  made  to  assess  the  number  of  children  remaining  susceptible 
to  measles. 

The  work  done  could  not  have  been  accomplished  without  the 
co-operation  of  many  individuals  to  whom  thanks  are  due.  I  would  like 
to  thank  the  Members  of  the  Council  for  their  continuing  interest  in 
health  matters. 

Yours  faithfully, 

H.  C.  T.  Smith 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  of  the  District  in  acres 


Registrar  General's  estimate  of  population 


Inhabited  Houses 


Rateable  Value  . 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate... 


Population  Trends 


Year  1951 

...  9,484 

1956  . . . 

...  9,950 

1961 

...  9,990 

1962 

...  10,180 

1963  . . . 

...  10,330 

1964 

...  10,490 

1965  . . . 

...  10,580 

1966 

...  10 , 660 

1967  . . . 

...  10 , 660 

1968 

...  10,730 

3,889 
1968.  10,730 
3,353 
...£304,596 
...  £  1,074 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


Male 

Numbers 

Female 

TOTAL 

RATES 

1966 

LIVE  BIRTHS  . 

62 

76 

138 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  population 

12.86 

Comparability  factor:  0.94 

Adjusted  birth  rate  per  1,000  population 

12.08 

ILLEGITIMATE  BIRTHS  . 

4 

3 

7 

Illegitimate  birth  rate  per  100  total 

live  births 

5.07 

STILLBIRTHS  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

1 

— 

1 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  live  and 

stillbirths 

7.19 

TOTAL  LIVE  AND  STILLBIRTHS . 

65 

76 

139 

DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  1  YEAR 

2 

— 

2 

Infant  mortality  rate  (Deaths  in  the 
first  year  of  life  per  1,000  live  births) 

14.49 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  . 

- 

- 

Nil 

DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  4  WEEKS 

- 

- 

Nil 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  (Stillbirths 
+  deaths  in  the  first  week  per 

1,000  total  births)  . 

7.19 

DEATHS  . 

71 

63 

134 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population..  ... 

Comparability  factor:  1.19 
Adjusted  death  rate  per  1,000  population 

There  have  been  no  maternal  deaths  in 
Prudhoe  since  1956. 


12.49 

14.86 
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COMPARISON  WITH  OTHER  AREAS  -  1968 


DEATHS 


Infant  Deaths 


One  death  in  an  infant  of  one  month  was  due  to  meningitis 
the  causative  organism  being  Haemophilias  influenza.  The  other 
death  in  an  infant  aged  three  months  was  attributable  to  gastro¬ 
enteritis. 


Stillbirths 


The  one  stillbirth  of  a  post-mature  foetus  was  attributed  to 
inhalation  of  meconium. 


Principal  Causes  of  Death 

There  were  29  deaths  at  the  Prudhoe  and  Monkton  Hospital 
accounting  for  most  of  the  deaths  in  the  younger  age  groups.  The 
remaining  deaths  in  the  district  were  105  and  this  gives  a  crude 
death  rate  for  the  district  of  11.3* 


Total  % 

Hospital  °/o 

Home 

•  % 

Cancer  •••  •  •  •  • • • 

...  31  (23*1) 

2 

(  6.9) 

29 

(27.7) 

Ischaemic  Heart  disease.  ... 

...  23  (17-2) 

2 

(  6.9) 

21 

(20.0) 

Cerebro- vascular  disease 

...  16  (11.9) 

2 

(  6.9) 

14 

(13.3) 

All  other  heart  &  circulatory 

disease  21  (15.7) 

5 

(17.3) 

16 

(15.2) 

Respiratory  disease  . 

...  22  (16.4) 

8 

(27.6) 

14 

(13.3) 

All  other  disease  . 

...  17  (12.7) 

9 

(31.0) 

8 

(  7.6) 

Violence  •••  • • •  •••  ••• 

...  (  3.0) 

_1 

(  3.4) 

(  2.9) 

134 

29 

105 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AT  DIFFERENT  AGES  DURING  1968 
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Ischaemic  heart  disease 
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Deaths  from  Cancer 


Age 

at 

death 

! 

5 

+ 

35 

+ 

45 

+ 

55  + 

65 

+ 

75 

+ 

TOTAL 

Oesophagus  . .  . . 

M 

F 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1* 

1 

[  - 

- 

1* 

1 

Stomach . . 

M 

F 

- 

- 

— 

- 

— 

- 

— 

1 

mm 

1 

I  - 

1 

3 

Pancreas  . 

M 

F 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1* 

- 

1* 

Colon  . 

M 

F 

- 

— 

- 

— 

- 

2 

— 

mm 

1 

1 

- 

— 

1 

3 

Lung  . 

M 

F 

— 

- 

- 

— 

3 

1 

3 

- 

3 

1 

- 

- 

9 

2 

Kidney  . 

M 

F 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

— 

- 

- 

1 

2 

Breast  . 

F 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

Ovary  . . 

F 

- 

- 

— 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Hodgkin ’ s  disease . . 

M 

F 

— 

1 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

mm 

- 

mm 

1 

Leukaemia,. 

M 

F 

1 

_ 

— 

_ 

- 

mm 

- 

- 

mm 

- 

— 

1 

Cerebral  tumour 

M 

F 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

T  0  1 3.1  0  0  0  0  0  0 

M 

F 

1 

— 

1 

3 

4 

3 

3 

6** 

7 

- 

3 

14** 

17 

.. 

*  Indicates  Prudhoe  and  Monkton  Hospital  cases 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


No  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  notified  during  1968. 


Tuberculosis  Registers 


Pulmonary 
Male  Female 


N  on-Pulmonary 

Male  Female 


Total 


January,  1968  .  8  4 

December,  1968  .  9  4 


4  16 

3  16 


Prudhoe  and  Monkton  Hospital 

January,  1968  ...  ...  9  9 

December,  1968  .  9  9 


1  1 
1  1 


20 

20 


Comparison  with  Previous  Years 

(excluding  Prudhoe  and  Monkton  Hospital) 


Year 


New  Cases  Notified 
Pulmonary  N  on-Pulmonary 


Deaths 


Average  1951/1955 
Average  1956/1960 
1961 
1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 


10 

5 

3 
1 

5 

4 


2 

1 

1 


1 

1 

1 

1 

2 


5  1  1 

3  2 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Notifications  received 


Under 

1  year 

1-4 

5-14 

15  -  64 

65  + 

TOTAL 

Dysentery . 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

2 

Food  Poisoning.... 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Infective  Jaundice 

- 

6 

33 

18 

- 

57 

Measles. . . 

3 

43 

31 

12 

- 

89 

Pneumonia . 

- 

- 

- 

4 

2 

6 

Scarlet  Fever . 

- 

1 

3 

- 

- 

4 

Whooping  Cough. . . . 

- 

2 

1 

- 

- 

3 

Month  of  notification 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

'  T1 

May 

June 

Juljr 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Deer 

Dysentery . . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

—  ' 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Food  Poisoning..., 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Infective  Jaundice 

Measles . . 

1 

1 

11 

p 

40 

4 

17 

25 

14 

10 

3 

8 

4 

3 

Pneumonia . . 

5 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Whooping  Cough. . . 

- 

- 

1 

! 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 
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During  1968,  changes  were  made  in  the  Regulations  relating  to 
notifiable  diseases.  On  15th  June,  infective  jaundice  became 
notifiable.  On  1st  October,  the  whole  list  was  revised. 

The  diseases  now  to  be  notified  are:- 


Acute  encephalitis 

Acute  meningitis 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

Anthrax 

Cholera 

Diphtheria 

Dysentery 

(amoebic  or  bacillary) 
Infective  jaundice 
Leprosy 
Leptospirosis 
Malaria 
Measles 


Opthalmia  neonatorum 
Paratyphoid  fever 
Plague 

Relapsing  fever 

Scarlet  fever 

Smallpox 

Tetanus 

Tuberculosis 

Typhoid  fever 

Typhus 

Whooping  cough 
Yellow  fever 


Notification  of  the  following  is  no  longer  required: - 

Acute  influenzal  pneumonia  Erysipelas 

Acute  primary  pneumonia  Membranous  croup 

Acute  rheumatism  Puerperal  pyrexia 


Infective  Jaundice 


As  reported  in  last  year’s  report,  a  fairly  large  outbreak  of 
infective  hepatitis  began  in  the  Autumn  of  1967*  This  outbreak 
continued  during  1968  and  57  cases  occurred  after  the  disease  became 
notifiable  in  June  1968.  Most  of  the  cases  were  in  West  Wylam  with 
9  in  the  Oaklands  estate  and  17  in  other  parts  of  Prudhoe.  The 
distribution  of  cases  by  week  of  onset  is  shown  on  page  15*  In 
general  the  outbreak  was  very  mild.  The  incubation  period  would 
appear  to  be  about  three  weeks.  Case-to-case  spread  would  seem  to 
have  occurred  especially  among  the  children  at  primary  school. 

Family  spread  was  not  conspicuous;  only  ten  cases  developed  the 
disease  from  household  contacts. 


Salmonella  infantis 

A  single  case  of  infection  with  Salmonella  infantis  occurred. 
The  infection  was  acquired  either  in  the  Midlands  or  abroad.  The 
person  concerned  continued  to  excrete  the  organism  for  two  months. 
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IMMUNISATION  AND  VACCINATION 


At  the  beginning  of  1968,  a  new  schedule  of  immunisation  and 
vaccination  was  introduced  as  follows: - 


Age 

Vaccine 

1 

4  months 

Triple  Antigen  and  Oral  Poliomyelitis. 

2 

6  months 

Triple  Antigen  and  Oral  Poliomyelitis. 

3 

12  months 

Triple  Antigen  and  Oral  Poliomyelitis. 

4 

2nd  year 

Measles. 

5 

2nd  year 

Smallpox . 

6 

4/3  years 

Diphtheria,  Tetanus  and  Oral  Poliomyelitis 

7 

10/12  years 

B.C.G.,  (if  necessary  after  skin  test). 

8 

On  leaving  school 

Tetanus  and  Oral  Poliomyelitis. 

This  schedule  substantially  reduces  the  total  number  of  injections 
given  and  should  be  easier  to  operate.  Comparison  of  the  figures 
for  diphtheria,  whooping  cough,  tetanus  and  poliomyelitis  cannot  be 
made  with  those  of  previous  years  but  it  would  seem  that  nearly  all 
children  are  receiving  the  appropriate  immunisations. 


Year  of  Birth 

1968 

1967 

1966 

1965 

1961/64 

1952/60 

Total 

Primary  Diph/Pertussis/Tetanus. . 

7 

78 

5 

- 

- 

- 

90 

Primary  Diphtheria/Tetanus . 

- 

— 

- 

- 

4 

27 

31 

Primary  Diphtheria . 

— 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

Primary  Tetanus . 

- 

— 

- 

— 

1 

13 

14 

Reinf.  Diph/Pertussis/Tetanus... 

- 

1 

127 

28 

13 

2 

171 

Reinforcing  Diphtheria/Tetanus. . 

- 

- 

4 

1 

111 

8 

124 

Reinforcing  Diphtheria . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

5 

Reinforcing  Tetanus . 

- 

- 

- 

3 

1 

101 

103 

Primary  Poliomyelitis . «• . 

7 

79 

5 

1 

— 

- 

92 

Reinforcing  Poliomyelitis . 

- 

2 

119 

22 

124 

76 

343 

Primary  Smallpox  Vaccination. . . . 

16 

26 

7 

2 

3 

1 

55 

Revaccination. . . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Measles  vaccination . 

1 

35 

53 

20 

121 

- 

230 

B.C.G.,  Vaccination . 

- 

- 

- 

— 

Nil 

Nil 
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During  1968,  measles  vaccination  became  available.  Since 
notification  in  Prudhoe  is  thought  to  be  nearly  complete,  tables  given 
below  should  help  to  elucidate  the  number  of  susceptible  children  in 
the  district.  While  obviously  the  number  of  births  in  a  given  year 
does  not  give  an  exact  figure  of  the  population  in  an  age  group  some 
years  hence,  the  numbers  are  approximately  correct. 

MEASLES  NOTIFICATIONS 


1961 

1962 

196 3 

1964 

1265 

1966 

1967 

1968 

TOTAL 

0-1 

year 

- 

- 

8 

1 

9 

9 

9 

3 

39 

1 

(t 

7 

- 

14 

9 

13 

23 

23 

6 

95 

2 

years 

14 

- 

37 

8 

30 

17 

26 

14 

146 

3 

n 

14 

- 

29 

9 

21 

24 

27 

19 

143 

4 

t» 

11 

— 

33 

9 

31 

13 

32 

4 

133 

5 

"  ) 

36 

28 

21 

6 

"  ) 

12 

18 

6 

7 

"  ) 

35 

- 

87 

28 

68 

11 

13 

- 

374 

8 

"  ) 

3 

4 

2 

9 

"  ) 

1 

1 

- 

10  to  14 

it 

1 

- 

3 

- 

25 

2 

2 

2 

35 

15  years 

&  over 

— 

— 

1 

1 

4 

1 

— 

12 

.  19 

Total 

•  •  • 

82 

- 

212 

65 

201 

152 

183 

89 

984 

SUSCEPTIBLE  CHILDREN 


Year  of 

No .  of 

No. 

had  Measles 

No.  Vaccinated  Remainder 

Birth 

Births 

to  1968 

1968 

i.e.  No. 
Susceptible 

1961 

151 

110 

10 

31 

1962 

168 

107 

13 

48 

1963 

175 

94 

43 

38 

1964 

l66 

69 

55 

42 

1965 

177 

61 

20 

96 

1966 

165 

30 

53 

82 

1967 

140 

9 

35 

96 

1968 

138 

1 

1 

136 

1,280 

48l 

230 

569 

From  these 

tables  it 

would 

appear  that 

less  than  one 

-quarter  of  the 

children  aged  four  and  over  and  about  one-half  of  those  aged  one  to 
three  are  still  susceptible.  In  fact  the  actual  number  of  susceptible 
children  is  probably  less. 
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REPORT 


of  the 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


For  the  Year  Ended  31st  December,  1968. 


To:  Dr.  Smith, 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  my  annual  report. 
INSPECTIONS  AND  VISITS 


and  Licensed  Premises 


Water  Supply  . 

Drainage  . 

Stables  and  Piggeries.. 

Hairdressers  and  Barbers 
Caravan  Sites  ... 

Factories  ... 

Outworkers  ... 

Bakehouses  ... 

Public  Conveniences 
Places  of  Entertainment 
Scrap  Metal  Dealers 
Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 
Pest  Control  ... 

Clean  Air  ... 

Schools  and  Shops. 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act 
Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts 
Inquiries  and  Disinfection  in  cases  of  Infectious  Disease 
Butchers,  Canteens,  Dairies,  Fishmongers,  Grocers 

and  Food  Preparing  Premises  . 

Ice  Cream  Retailers  and  Restaurants.  . 

Street  Vendors  and  Hawkers'  Carts . 

Miscellaneous  Visits  .  ...  . 


22 

77 

4 

7 
1 

55 

5 

8 

79 

23 

8 

215 

62 

37 

46 

224 

408 

73 

144 

18 

27 

266 


1,807 


Number  of  Nuisances  Found  . 

Number  of  Nuisances  Abated . 

Number  of  Verbal  Notices  Served  . 

Number  of  Verbal  Notices  Complied  With... 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  Served . 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  Complied  With 
Number  of  Statutory  Notices  Served.  ... 
Number  of  Statutory  Notices  Complied  With 


89 

89 

34 

34 

140 

138 
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HOUSING 


The  position  regarding  24  houses  and  two  flats  at  West  Mickley 
which  were  the  subject  of  an  enquiry  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and 
Local  Government  in  April,  1967,  was  still  unsolved  at  the  end  of 
the  year.  Some  of  these  properties  had  been  vacated  and  further 
deterioration  was  taking  place  in  several  of  the  remaining  houses 
and  the  streets  were  in  a  deplorable  condition.  Negotiations 
were  still  in  progress  between  the  owners  and  the  Council  and  it 
was  hoped  that  some  suitable  compromise  would  be  arrived  at  during 
the  coming  year. 

The  Council  continued  their  policy  of  improving  pre-war 
council  houses  at  Castle  Dene  estate  and  arrangements  were  also 
being  made  to  carry  out  improvements  to  pre-war  council  houses 
at  Mickley  Square . 

A  site  for  over  100  council  houses  at  Edgewell  was  commenced, 
roads  and  sewers  being  constructed  and  the  building  of  24  houses 
was  well  advanced  at  the  end  of  the  year.  These  houses  were 
gas-fired  centrally  heated  thus  creating  a  smokeless  area. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year,  43  Tarran-type  bungalows  were 
still  occupied  at  the  Broomhill  housing  estate.  The  Council's 
policy  was  to  remove  all  the  occupiers  from  this  estate  as  soon  as 
possible  as  the  bungalows  had  reached  the  end  of  their  useful  life 
and  were  not  suitable  for  occupation  by  young  children  in  the  cold 
damp  winter  months. 

The  provision  of  private  housing  continued  at  an  increasing 
rate.  A  commencement  was  made  on  a  site  at  Paddock  V/ood,  east 
of  the  Council's  Oaklands  Estate,  of  constructing  roads  and  sewers 
where  it  was  hoped  to  build  over  40  private  houses.  The  Council 
had  divided  this  area  of  land  into  plots  which  were  offered  to 
individuals  who  wished  to  build  their  own  houses. 

The  private  housing  estate  at  Mickley  of  56  houses  was 
completed  during  the  year  by  William  Leech  (Builders)  Limited  and  a 
further  seven  houses  were  built  at  Bewick  Garth  by  John  Mills  (Prudhoe) 
Limited.  Plans  were  also  under  way  for  a  further  32  houses  to  be 
built  at  Mickley. 

The  escarpment  to  the  north  of  A695  on  Castle  Hill  was  gradually 
being  covered  by  buildings,  over  60  houses  were  occupied,  and 
building  was  continuing  in  a  westerly  direction. 

G.  Wimpey  and  Company  Limited,  Builders,  were  also  actively 
engaged  in  development  of  a  private  estate  at  ^ainshawfield  Road, 
Stocksfield  at  the  western  extremity  of  the  district,  119  houses 
were  being  built  for  sale.  The  Council  had  no  sewers  available 
for  these  properties  and  it  was  necessary  to  negotiate  with 
Hexham  Rural  District  Council  for  permission  to  discharge  into 
their  sewers  at  Stocksfield. 
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It  will  be  seen  therefore  that  the  building  of  private 
houses  had  been  stepped  up  considerably,  nearly  300  houses 
being  contemplated  within  a  fairly  short  period  of  time. 

At  one  period  the  number  of  council  houses  was  actually  in 
excess  of  privately  owned  properties  but  this  process  has 
been  reversed  and  the  difference  between  the  two  types  of 
houses  is  now  steadily  greater.  Further  private  building 
was  also  being  considered  on  land  near  Drawback  reservoir 
and  on  the  site  near  Castle  Dene  formerly  occupied  by  the 
aluminium  bungalows. 


New  Houses  completed  during 

With  State 

Unaided 

Total 

the  year 

Assistance 

(a)  By  Local  Authority . 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  By  any  other  Housing  Authority 

— - 

— 

— 

(c)  By  Private  Persons . 

27 

27 

Total  number  of  inhabited  houses  in  District ... .3,353 
Total  number  of  houses  owned  by  Local  Authority. 1,56 5 


ACTION  WITH  REGARD  TO  UNFIT  HOUSES 
CLOSING  AND  DEMOLITION 

(1)  Hou  ses  demolished  in  Clearance  Areas  .  22 

(2)  Houses  demolished  not  in  Clearance  Areas . 

(3)  Houses  Closed,  not  demolished  ...  . . 

( 4 )  Any  other  houses  permanently  discontinued  as 

dwellings  and  not  included  above  . 

REPAIRS 

Houses  made  fit 

(5)  By  informal  action  .  l8 

(6)  By  owners,  following  statutory  notice  . 

(7)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners . 

(8)  Demolition  Orders  revoked  after  reconstruction.. 

Houses  patched 

(9)  Houses  in  clearance  areas  still  in  use  at  end  of 

year  for  temporary  accommodation  . 

CLEARANCE  PROGRAMME  ' 

(10) Number  of  unfit  houses  in  clearance  programme 

remaining  to  be  dealt  with  at  end  of  year..  10 

IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 

DISCRETIONARY  GRANTS 

(1)  Applications  submitted  to  local  authority  during  year  8 

(2)  Applications  rejected...  . . 

(3)  Applications  approved .  8 

(4)  Approximate  average  grant  approved  per  house  ...  £261 

(5)  Total  number  of  houses  approved  for  grant  in  area 

since  inception  of  scheme  .  170 
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STANDARD  GRANTS 


(1) 

Number  of  separate  houses 
grants  have  been  made 

for 

•  •  • 

which 

•  •  • 

During  the 

Year 

6 

Total  to 

Date 

37 

(2) 

Number  of  houses  so  provided  with 
(a)  Bath  or  shower  . 

6 

32 

(b)  Wash  hand  basin 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

6 

32 

(c)  Hot  water  supply 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

6 

32 

(d)  Water  Closet 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

- 

2 

(e)  Food  store 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

3 

The  Council's  programme  of  improving  pre-war  houses 
continued  and  so  far  126  council  houses  have  been  improved  up  to 
31st  December,  1968. 

Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

There  were  five  privy  closets  in  use  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
All  houses  in  the  urban  district  had  a  piped  water  supply  from 
the  mains  of  the  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Water  Company. 

Public  Conveniences. 

Branch  End,  Stocksfield. 

Road  Ends ,  Prudhoe . 

79  visits  were  made  to  these  premises  to  see  that  they 
were  being  kept  up  to  as  high  a  standard  as  possible  and  the 
attendant  daily  visited  the  conveniences.  As  usual  damage  was 
inflicted  from  time  to  time  by  vandals. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  (House  and  Trade  Refuse) . 

The  removal  of  refuse  from  houses  and  other  premises  was 
again  carried  out  in  a  very  satisfactory  manner,  although  waste 
materials  are  increasing  steadily  in  bulk.  This  is  still  a 
predominantly  coal-burning  or  solid  fuel  area  90 %  of  all  council 
and  private  houses  using  coal.  However,  the  trend  is  now  for 
new  houses  to  use  gas,  electricity  or  oil,  and  this  process  is 
accelerated.  There  is  still  a  considerable  quantity  of  coal 
delivered  to  miners  who  are  employed  outside  the  area,  this  can 
be  seen  dumped  around  on  footpaths  of  the  various  estates  from 
time  to  time. 

The  number  of  requests  for  the  removal  of  unwanted  household 
articles  again  increased  and  it  may  be  necessary  in  the  future 
to  make  certain  charges  for  the  removal  of  such  articles,  as  it 
often  requires  arrangements  to  be  specially  made  for  the  removal 
of  same. 

Looking  into  the  future,  it  will  be  necessary,  due  to  the 
increase  of  refuse  in  bulk  from  the  new  private  estates  which 
are  going  up  in  the  area,  for  consideration  to  be  given  to  the 
provision  of  larger  refuse  vehicles. 
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The  Drott  machine  for  covering  refuse  at  West  Wylam  Tip 
was  used  regularly  due  to  the  close  proximity  of  the  tip  to  a 
large  school  and  a  council  housing  estate. 

FACTORIES  ACT ,  1961 


The  register  at  the  end  of  1968  was  as  follows: - 


Garages  .  10 

Joiners'  and  Builders’  Premises  ...  7 

Boot  and  Shoe  Repairers . .  ...  ...  2 

Sanitary  Pipes  and  Brickworks .  3 

Blacksmiths  and  Light  Engineering  ...  3 

Battery  Charging .  3 

Chemical  Works  ...  ...  1 

Miscellaneous  (Building  operations, 

gravel  extraction,  etc.)  10 

Engineering  Works .  . 3 

42 


Inspections  for  Purposes  of  Provisions  as  to  Health 


Number 

on 

Register 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prose¬ 

cuted 

(1) 

Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  local  authorities. 

20 

32 

(2) 

Factories  not  included  in 
(l)  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  local 
authority  . 

19 

19 

(3) 

Other  premises  in  which 

Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
local  authority  (excluding 
Outworkers'  Premises)  ... 

3 

4 

Total  . 

42 

55  i 

— 

Number  of  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  Found 


Particulars 

Referred 

Prose- 

cutions 

instituted 

Found 

Remedied 

To 

H.M.I. 

By 

H.M.I. 

Want  of  Cleanliness  . 

3 

3 

— — 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

-- 

Unreasonable  Temperature.  ... 

-- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  Ventilation . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  Drainage  of  Floors. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences: 

(a)  Insufficient  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  Defective 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  Separate  for  Sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  . 

5 

4 

— 

— 

— 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 


Part  Vlll  of  the  Act  -  Outwork 


Section  133 

No.  of 

No.  of 

Out-workers 

No.  of 

Prosecutions 

in  August  list 

cases  of  default 

for  failure 

required  by 

in  sending  lists 

to  supply 

Section  133 ( l) ( c ) 

to  the  Council 

lists 

Paper  bags  ...  ... 

— 

— 

— 

The  making  of  boxes 
or  other  receptacles 
or  parts  thereof  made 
wholly  or  partially 
of  paper  . 

3 

Tot^ciIL  •  •  •  •  •  • 

3 

— 

— 

1 - 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1933 
Section  13  -  Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 


Bakehouses  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

8 

Butchers  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

24 

Canteens,  Restaurants  & 

Snack 

Bars 

32 

Clubs  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

8 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

14 

General  Dealers.  ... 

•  •  • 

126 

Hospital  Kitchens 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

Public  Houses . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

23 

School  Kitchens 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

9 

UNSOUND  FOOD 


SURRENDERED 


Bacon  . 

Fish  . 

Fruit  . 

Ham  (tinned)  . 

Luncheon  Meat . 

Various  canned  & 

bottled  foods.. 


406  lbs. 
2  lbs. 
60  lbs. 
Ill  lbs. 
4  lbs. 


197  contrs. 


Disposal  of  Unsound  Food 

This  food  has  been  disposed  of  at  the  West  Wylam  refuse 
tip  by  burying. 
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Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 »  Section  l6  -  Registration  of  Premises 


Premises  registered  under  this  section  include  the  sale 
of  ice  cream  and  the  manufacture  of  sausages  and  other  foods. 
Inspections  have  been  carried  out. 

Ten  samples  of  ice  cream  were  taken  from  various  retailers 
and  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory.  In  all  cases 
the  results  were  satisfactory  and  the  samples  placed  in  Grade  I. 
No  ice  cream  is  manufactured  in  Prudhoe,  all  ice  cream  sold 
from  shops  is  prepacked.  A  number  of  vans  selling  ice  cream 
visit  the  district  regularly  and  inspections  have  shown  that 
the  conditions  for  storage  and  sale  are  satisfactory. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1933-  Section  65  -  Slaughter  Houses 

There  are  no  slaughter  houses  in  the  district. 

Control  and  Supervision  of  Milk  Supplies 

Samples  of  Tuberculin  Tested,  Pasteurised  and  Sterilised 
milk  have  been  taken  by  the  Northumberland  County  Health 
Department  and  all  samples  were  reported  satisfactory  after 
examination  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory.  A  small 
percentage  of  raw  milk  not  heat  treated  is  still  produced  and 
sold  within  the  urban  district  and  samples  of  this  milk 
have  been  examined  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  with 
satisfactory  results. 

Poultry  Inspection 

There  is  a  large  poultry  establishment  near  Mickley  Square 
but  there  is  no  poultry  processing  premises. 

Water  Supply 

Domestic  water  is  supplied  from  the  mains  of  the  Newcastle 
and  Gateshead  Mater  Company.  Samples  of  water  taken  from 
taps  within  the  district  again  confirmed  the  excellent  quality 
of  the  water,  after  examination  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory. 
The  Water  Company  make  regular  checks  on  their  water  mains. 

Swimming  Pool,  Front  Street,  Prudhoe 

This  swimming  pool  which  is  used  by  considerable  numbers 
of  school  children  and  members  of  the  public  both  within  and 
outside  the  urban  district  was  visited  regularly  and  samples 
of  the  pool  water  collected.  In  all  cases  the  results  after 
examination  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  were  satisfactory. 
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Public  Health  Act,  1936.  Section  269  -  Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds* 


There  are  no  licences  in  force. 
Disinfection  and  Disinfestation  of  Premises 


Disinfections  were  carried  out  where  necessary  and  a  certain 
amount  of  disinfestation  work  was  done  by  the  rodent  operator  who 
had  to  deal  with  a  variety  of  insects  varying  from  clover  mites, 
cockroaches,  ants  and  flies. 

Offensive  Trades.  Public  Health  Act,  1936  -  Section  107 

There  are  no  offensive  trades  in  the  area. 

Noise  Abatement  Act,  i960 

Two  complaints  were  received  during  the  year  and  the  necessary 
remedial  action  was  taken. 


OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963. 

Registration  and  General  Inspection 

During  the  year  1968,  inspections  of  registered  premises 
continued  under  the  above  Act,  and  as  far  as  is  known  all  premises 
which  required  to  be  registered  under  Section  49  were  included  in 
the  register  kept  by  the  local  authority. 

As  in  previous  years,  no  special  difficulties  were  encountered 
and  full  co-operation  was  received  from  all  owners  and  occupiers  who 
appear  to  accept  the  responsibilities  of  the  Act. 

Some  defective  floors  were  dealt  with  and  advice  given  re  heating. 

Very  few  matters  were  raised  by  employees,  the  main  complaint 
being  due  to  low  temperature  during  the  winter  mornings  especially 
on  a  Monday. 

No  accidents  were  reported  during  1968  and  no  case  of  overcrowding 
under  Section  5  was  found. 

From  my  general  inspections,  it  appears  that  lighting  is 
steadily  being  improved. 
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No.  of  Premises 

Total  No.  of 

No.  of  registered 

premises  receiv- 

Class  of  Premises 

newly  registered 

registered 

ing  one  or  more 

during  the 

year 

premises  at 

end  of  year 

general  inspections 

during  the  year 

Offices  . 

3 

18 

16 

Retail  shops.  ... 

5 

42 

40 

Wholesale  shops, 
warehouses 

Catering  establishments 

- 

2 

2 

open  to  the  public, 
canteens . 

3 

10 

10 

Fuel  storage  depots 

- 

3 

. . . . 3  

Totals  . . . 

11 

75 

71 

Number  of  Visits  of  all  kinds  to  Registered  Premises:  117 


Analysis  by  Workplace  of  Persons  employed  in  Registered  Premises: 


Class  of  Workplace 

Number  of 
Persons  employed 

Off*  ices  ♦  •  •  •••  •••  ••• 

59 

Retail  shops.  ...  . 

218 

Wholesale  departments,  warehouses 
Catering  establishments  open  to 

8 

the  public  . 

57 

Canteens  •••  •  •  •  •  •  • 

3 

Fuel  storage  depots  . 

3 

Total 

348 

Total  Males 

154 

Total  Females 

194 
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PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 


There  was  a  further  small  increase  in  the  number  of  properties 
in  the  district  but  the  agricultural  properties  remained  at  27. 
Infestations  of  rats  and  mice  decreased  slightly  over  the  previous 
year  and  the  rodent  operator  who  is  thoroughly  experienced  in  the 
destruction  of  rats  and  mice  again  carried  out  his  work  very 
satisfactorily.  This  is  a  very  important  service  and  regular 
warfare  must  be  carried  out  against  these  rodents. 


Type  of  Property 

Non-Agricultural 

Agricultural 

3,372 

27 

62 

38 

— 

27 

71 

9 

3 

— 

5 

— 

during  the  year? 

No. 

Properties  other  than  sewers 

1.  Number  of  properties  in  district 

2.  (a)  Total  number  of  properties 

(including  nearby  premises) 
inspected  following 
notification . 


3. 


(b)  Number  infested  by  (l)  Rats. 

(2)  Mice. 

(a)  Total  number  of  properties 
inspected  for  rats  and/or 
mice  for  reasons  other  than 
notification . 


(b)  Number  infested  by  (l)  Rats. 

(2)  Mice. 


Sewers 


Conclusion 


I  wish  to  thank  Councillor  J.  W.  Bewick  who  has  been 
Chairman  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  for  the  past  three  years 
for  his  kind  co-operation  and  interest  in  the  work  of  the 
department  and  Dr.  Smith,  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  for  his 
support  and  advice. 


Yours  faithfully, 

W.  G.  Tweddle, 

Public  Health  Inspector 
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